[A rare cause of myocardial infarction: papillary fibroelastoma of the aortic valve].
Papillary fibroelastoma is a rare, benign endocardial tumour usually located on the cardiac valves. Before echocardiography, these tumours were chance findings either at surgery or at autopsy. With the advent of echocardiography, the diagnosis has become commoner and they are often the cause of systemic embolism justifying surgical ablation. In this case, an aortic valve papillary fibroelastoma presented with myocardial infarction in a 78 year old woman with normal coronary angiography. The diagnosis was strongly suspected at echocardiography and confirmed by histological analysis of the surgically excised tumour.